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Thursday 11th June will be laid down in our collective school subconscious as another evening of musical transcendence. Once again, 
we were treated to a repertoire that travelled through the realms of Jazz, Rock, Folk, Country, Classical, Big Band, and 
Contemporary. Mr Williamson managed a diverse range of performers that included our boys, ex-students and guest musicians who 
came from both from AGHS and Hornsby South Primary School.  
 

This scintillating evening provided an array of musical highlights. The charismatic & gorgeous 
Pete Thomsett as Rock God, with his dedicated disciples, played probably what has been 
Sixes and SevensΩ ōŜǎǘ ƎƛƎ ŜǾŜǊΦ Lachlan Hamilton is to be commended on his magnificence as 
ƭŜŀŘ ǎƛƴƎŜǊΣ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭȅǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ǊƻŎƪ ōŀƭƭŀŘΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŎƻǳǎǘƛŎ ǎŜǘΦ 
 

Musical maestro, Geoffrey Limbert, amazed the audience with the audacity of those skinny 
red jeans, topped off with a pseudo-punk, black studded belt. He dazzled us with feats of both 
musical and physical gymnastics, cartwheeling and flipping himself vicariously across the 
stage before thrilling our ears with the sounds of his own musical marathon. 
 

The Jazz Quintet with James Whelan took 
us on a mellow journey, grooving on into the night with Mr Williamson. Zac 
Coventry and his compatriots collaborated with the lovely ladies of AGHS to 
deliver an appropriately psychedelic rendition of White Rabbit (mood lighting 
and atmospheric ambience provided by Mr Elkin). 
 

¢ƘŜ ǘƛƴƪƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ aǎ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ 
favourite, Han Wu and 8 year old Sally CaoΩǎ Ƴǳǎƛcal genius, while the HSPS 

Concert Band and our own fabulous 
Stage Band led by  Mr Howick, book 
ended the first half of the evening 
with Big Band action. 
 

The wonderful Breda Neale tore at our heartstrings and brought tears to our eyes with a 
gut wrenching ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ /ƻƘŜƴΩǎ άIŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘέΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ 
surely before her time. Who can ever forget tt ŀƴŘ ½ƻǳƳǇŜŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ IƻǳǊ with 
½ƻǳƳǇŜŜΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎ WƻƘƴ 
Williamson interpretation. Where IS that album guys?? 
 

Thanks as always to the wonderful support crew who made it all happen - Mrs Wilson, Mrs Ainge, Mr Griffiths, Mr Elkin, Ms Cooke, 
Mrs Miller, Mr Howick, Mrs Lewis, Ms Holder, Mark Hurndell of Hotmix Sound, all student performers, hall crew and supporters and, 
of course, a wonderful audience, who ventured out on a 9°c evening to see this annual highlight of the Creative and Performing Arts 
calendar. 
 

Catherine Holder & Caroline Cooke, Creative and Performing Arts 
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SScc hh oo oo ll   AA tt hh ll ee tt iicc ss   CC aa rr nn ii vvaa ll   

After two unsuccessful attempts, the school Athletics Carnival was held 

at Foxglove Oval. Like the other sporting carnivals during the year, 

participation during the day was outstanding, 

especially in the 12, 13 and 14-year age groups.  
 

At the end of the day, the following students were 

crowned as Age Champions: 

12 Years ï George BLACKWOOD 

13 Years ï Oliver PARRY 

14 Years ï Mitchel VAN NOORT 

15 Years ï Alex NICHOLLS ï OôNEIL 

16 Years ï Gordon BROOME 

17 Years ï Dylan SEIFERT 
 

Myall (Yellow) were the winning House and have closed the  

gap on Cooba (Red) who are currently leading the House Competition. 
 

One record was broken on the day. Congratulations to Timothy 

Buwalda, who completed the 14 years 1500m in a time of 5:21.32,  

breaking the record by 4 seconds. 
 

Mr Millett will notify students of their selection for the Zone Carnival soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

EE iigg hh tt hh   IInn tt ee rr nn aa tt iioo nn aa ll   FFoo oo tt bb aa ll ll   TToo uu rr  

Europe here we come!  
In 2010, Asquith Boys High School will undertake its most exciting Tour yet when it takes on  

the might of European Football. We are travelling to Greece for one week and Cyprus for 

one week with 30 invited boys from Years 9-12. Mr Blackwood and I have spent quite a few  

weeks immediately after the recent Vietnam Tour and along with Mr Chris Lepouris of  

Premium Travel ï who did such a great job with the Vietnam Trip ï we have put together a  

great package for both countries. We are playing four games in each country as well as  

Touring legendary sites such as the Acropolis, Delphi, Marathon, Thermopylae and parts of 

the Peloponnese. In Cyprus, the Island of Aphrodite, we will be viewing sites that encompass 

Ancient, Medieval and Modern History. Both countries have a rich heritage and have 

influenced greatly on Australian Culture.     Training will start in earnest Term 3. 
 

George Moscos, Tour co-ordinator 

 

 

George Moscos presenting Major 

Sponsor REED 

CONSTRUCTIONS with a signed 

Vietnam Shirt at their North 

Sydney offices ï to Marcus 

Moscos, Project Manager. 

Mr  Chris Lepouris of 

PREMIUM 

TRAVEL receiving a 

plaque  

of Appreciation 

      2009 International 

Football Tour Assembly  



FF rr oo mm  OO uu rr   PP rr ii nn cc ii pp aa ll   

Creative and Performing Arts at Asquith Boys  

There have been a number of events lately that have 

showcased the creative talents of our students. Our 

annual Variety Night  was a great success with excellent 

participation and many quality performances on stage. I 

would like to thank musical director Mike Williamson 

and all staff and students who contributed to this 

wonderful evening. Several of our boy s also performed at 

the ArtNorth Secondary Musical Festival recently held at 

the City Recital Hall. Some students also performed at the 

Mt Kuring -gai Primary School Variety Night. Coming up 

in Term 3 is the Swing City Charity Concert (Saturday 8 

August), w hich will feature the Asquith Boys Stage Band 

and our annual Art and TAS Exhibition. The creative and 

performing arts are thriving at Asquith Boys High.  
 

Laptops 

 Úɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ%ÌËÌÙÈÓɯ&ÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɀÚɯɁ#ÐÎÐÛÈÓɯ$ËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ

1ÌÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕɂɯÓÈ×ÛÖ×ɯÊÖÔ×ÜÛÌÙÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ40% of the staff 

have arrived. Sometime in Term 3, all Year 9 students will 

be issued with a laptop computer. Every Year 9 student 

over the next three years will also be supplied with a 

laptop. Parents and students will be required to sign a 

charter recognising their responsibilities in using the 

laptops. Our wireless network is currently being 

upgraded, a video-conferencing facility will soon be 

installed in the library and a Technical Support Officer 

(TSO) will be appointed to the school to administer the  

laptops. Staff will be busy in coming months in intensive 

training in the classroom use of the laptops. This is 

certainly an exciting time to be involved in education and 

(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÍÍɯÈÕËɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯ ÚØÜÐÛÏɯ!ÖàÚɯÞÐÓÓɯ

excel in taking up the educational challenges and 

opportunities created by this influx of technology.  
 

Reports 

Half -yearly reports are completed and will be handed out 

before the end of Term 2. I have been reading the reports 

and am generally pleased with the attendance and 

progress of the majority of our students. However, I have 

asked the boys to read their reports, in company with 

their parents, very carefully and look for ways to improve 

their cademic performance. I expect all students to take on 

board the constructive criticism  of their teachers and year 

advisers and strive towards an improved report for the 

second semester of the year. I would like to thank year 

advisers and office staff for their work in compiling the 

half -yearly reports.  
 

Health Letter  

I recently wrote a lett er to all parents about my concerns 

with the diet of some students especially the consumption 

ÖÍɯ ÜÕÏÌÈÓÛÏàɯÍÖÖËÚɯ ȹÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯɁÌÕÌÙÎàɯËÙÐÕÒÚɂȺɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

mornings. Feedback about this letter has been very 

positive, including support from the P&C. It is pleasing to 

note that far less students are visiting Coles Asquith and 

other shops in the mornings and many students appear to 

be making an effort to consume less unhealthy food and 

drinks. This is very encouraging and I applaud parents for 

discussing this issue with their sons and taken some 

positive steps. The benefit will be increased concentration 

of students in class and more engagement in learning. 
 

Wednesday Afternoons  

Far too many students are reporting to school on 

6ÌËÕÌÚËÈàÚɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ɁÓÌÈÝÌɯ ÌÈÙÓàɂɯ ÕÖÛÌÚɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ ×arents. I 

would like all parents and students to note that weekly 

sport is a compulsory part of the curriculum  and if 

students are unfit for sport they should report to the 

ɁÕÖÕ-Ú×ÖÙÛɂɯÙÖÖÔȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÖÕÓàɯ8ÌÈÙɯƕƖȮɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ

the Trial HSC in Week 3, Term 4, who are excused from 

Ú×ÖÙÛȭɯ ɯ (ɯ ÈÚÒɯ ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÔÈÒÌɯ ËÖÊÛÖÙÚɀɯ ÈÕËɯ ËÌÕÛÐÚÛÚɀɯ

appointments for their sons after school hours whenever 

possible and to treat Wednesday as any other school day 

in this respect. 
 

Mr Millett  

PE teacher Mark Millett is leaving us at the end of this 

term to take up a 12-month teacher exchange in Belgium. 

Mr Marc Vansteenbeeck, from Belgium, will be taking Mr 

,ÐÓÓÌÛÛɀÚɯÊÓÈÚÚÌÚȭɯɯ(ɯÞÐÚÏɯ,Ùɯ,ÐÓÓÌÛÛɯÈÕËɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÈɯÏÈ××àɯ

and successful 12 months in Europe and, of course, we 

look forward to welcoming Mr Vansteenbeeck and his 

family to Asquith Boys High.  

Terry Griff ith  
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OOuurr  22000088  AA nnnnuuaall   SScchhooooll   RReeppoorrtt   ii ss  nnooww   aavvaaii ll aabbll ee      
If you have not received a copy in the mail please contact the school to get a copy  



ABHS Stage Ban d & Jazz Quartet  

Rocks Hornsby f or Education Week  

The Stage Band and the Jazz Quartet played some wonderful music outside  

Westfield Shopping Centre on Tuesday May 26 to support Education                    

Week in the Hornsby Shire. The bands were so successful that Mr Bruce 

Walker, the Mall Supervising Officer for Hornsby Council invited 

both ensembles back to perform on a monthly basis. This will also 

enable our school to publicise any future events such as Variety 

Show, the annual Charity Concert with John Morrison & Swing City 

(Sat 8 August) and the Art Show.  
 

Many thanks to all involved, in particular Mr Tony Ward for 

organisation; Mr Iain Howick for musical direction, Mr Michael 

Williamson and Mr Peter Thomsett for help & playing and Mr Limbert for 

extra assistance with lugging/roadying.  Grateful thanks to the following 

students for helping to load/unload the mountains of gear we had to take: 

Scott Guy, Matthew Cheesman & Zach Coventry ï without your help it would not have happened so smoothly. Special thank 

you to all the band members who put in a fantastic effort on the day! 

 

 

  

BB uu ll ll yy BB uu ss tt eerr ss   ff oo rr   YYeeaa rr ss   77,,  88   &&   99   

On Monday June 1
st
 the Class Act Theatre Company who come from Perth 

came to the school to perform their ñBullybustersò Show.  The show lasted 

nearly an hour and was amusing but realistic.  The show through a series of 

different scenarios gave the students ideas and strategies that they could use if 

confronted by bullying.  The show also gave students some tools that they could 

use in improving and maintaining good relationships with their peers. Over 200 

students attended the show in two sittings and it proved a great success. Plans 

are in place to book a similar show for next year. 

 

 

PPeerr ss oo nn aa ll   IInn tt eerr eess tt   PPrr oo jj eecc tt ss   

The time is nearing for all Year 7 to bring in their Personal Interest Projects.  The BIG DAY is Monday 10 August. Students have 

been working very hard over the last ten weeks on their projects and on the 10 August students will bring in their PIP Booklet, with 

their written reflection and their completed PIP Projects or pictures if the PIP is TOO BIG!   
 

Every student will be presenting their PIP in the Library in front of their class only, plus a judging panel, consisting of  Mr Griffiths, 

Ms Smith (Year 7 Advisor), P&C Representatives and Mrs Harrison.  The 2009 list of PIP projects is very diverse and exciting, 

ranging from backyard projects to songwriting, research projects and cooking.  As PIP is taught across curriculum, all staff are 

looking forward to the projects arriving.  The projects will then remain at school until The Art, TAS and PIP Exhibition Night on 3 

September.  
 

Barbara Harrison, 

Year 7 PIP Co-ordinator 



DD eebb aa tt iinn gg   RReeppoo rr tt   

As an extracurricular discipline, Debating 
has been a key feature of school life 
long before I joined the English faculty 
at Asquith Boys High School at an 
intra-school and inter-school level.  
It has been an absolute delight to 
be involved in a successful 
program that encourages 
young people to express 
themselves with confidence, 
interact with the world and to 
understand both sides of an 
argument. Currently, we are in 
the midst of our Debating season 
and reaping many rewards for 
participating students, their 
ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
reputation in the pursuit to give 
students as many opportunities as we 
can to develop valuable skills for life.  
 

¢ŜǊƳ м Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨLƴǘǊŀ-school 
IƻǳǎŜ 5ŜōŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ŜƳΩ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ƭǳƴŎƘǘime.  Students from Years 7-12 formed mixed teams to represent their 
individual Houses.  A range of current issues relating to the political and economic woes of the world were debated in an impromptu 
and informal way entertaining packed audiences. Many of these woes have been solved in a matter of minutes, leaving us all 
uplifted and in fine spirits to face the challenges of another day! Who said this generation has a nihilistic worldview?  Not at Asquith 
Boys High School! 
 

Term 2 has seen the start of the Inter-{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ŜōŀǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  !ǎǉǳƛǘƘ .ƻȅǎ ƛǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ 5ŜōŀǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ 
involving NSW Public Schools. We are only half way through the season and much success has already been gained. The Year 12 
Debating team consisting of Sean Szabo, Benjamin Roberts, Cory Kremers, Samuel Brown, Tom Van den Berg and Zach Fenn has 
gained one victory from three very difficult Debates to complete their season respectfully.  Hornsby High School and Ku-ring-gai 
High School have proved to be formidable opponents.  The Year7/8 team have completed round 1, closely defeated by Cherrybrook 
Technology High School.  The team consisting of James Sheridan, Harry Gibbons, Brett Riley, James Somerville and Billy Mihalarias 
dazzled their audience with their public-ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ !ǎǉǳƛǘƘ .ƻȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƻƛƴǘȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΩΦ  
The Year 9/10 team consisting of Sam Gibbons, Marcus Limbert, Jeffrey Rodrick and Joshua Cox are yet to complete round one 
against Cherrybrook Technology High School on the 26

th
 June 2009 in the School Library. 

 

Debating, in general, is a wonderful way to network, meet 
new friends, develop charismatic public-speaking skills 

and interact with the world.  Debating is no longer 
synonymous with blazers and school ties and an 

eloquent vernacular.  However, it does take 
courage to speak in public, enthusiasm and 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΦ  !ƴŘΧ !ǎǉǳƛǘƘ .ƻȅǎ 

certainly have the skills to make 
debating a valuable and worthwhile 

institution at our school. 
 

A special thank you to Mrs 
Barbara Harrison, our School 

Teacher Librarian for all her 
efforts in hosting inter-school 

debates and ensuring a notable sense 
of occasion. 

 

Ms Shannon Graham, 

Debating Coordinator, English 




